










Summary of decisions where ministers have approved grants that the relevant officials recommended be rejected  
2023 Calendar Year                                                                                 

 

1 

Minister CBMS program Sub program Grant activity Grant 
recipient 

Total grant 
value  
(GST status) 

Grant 
funding 
location 

Postcode Brief statement of reason for decision 

The Hon Matt Keogh MP  
 
Minister for Veterans’ 
Affairs and Minister for 
Defence Personnel 

Program 3.2 
Commemorative 
Activities  

Saluting Their 
Service 
Commemorative 
Grants Program 

Restoration and 
relocation of the 
original statue 
of William 
‘Bill’ Henry 
Dodd.  

Iona 
College 

$106,804 
(GST excl)  

Wynnum 
Central, 
Queensland  

4178 The Minister stated in his correspondence: ‘I have 
considered the application from Iona College and 
believe [the] activity to be of a commemorative nature 
due to the historical nature of the statue to be restored. 
Officials did not recommend this grant because they 
believed the memorial commemorated an individual, 
which is an ineligible activity. However, while the 
memorial uses the form of an individual it is 
nonetheless of regional significance in the area. The 
use of a figure is commonplace in Queensland whereas 
a cenotaph would be used in the Southern states.’  

The Hon Matt Keogh MP  
 
Minister for Veterans’ 
Affairs and Minister for 
Defence Personnel 

Program 3.2 
Commemorative 
Activities 

Saluting Their 
Service 
Commemorative 
Grants Program 

Purchase two 
plaques 
commemorating 
the 50th 
anniversary of 
the end of 
Australia’s 
involvement in 
the Vietnam 
War.  

Mandurah 
Valley 
Vietnam 
Veterans 
Group 
 

$2,325  
(GST inc) 

Dawesville, 
Western 
Australia  

6211 The Minister stated in his correspondence that: ‘I am 
also approving a grant for Mandurah Valley Vietnam 
Veterans Group as 2023 was significantly the 50th 
anniversary of the end of Australia’s involvement in 
the Vietnam War, and organisations were encouraged 
to apply for funding to recognise Vietnam Veterans in 
this important milestone. Officials did not recommend 
this grant because the applicant provided little relevant 
details in the criterion response, though in my view the 
information was sufficient.’ 

The Hon Ed Husic MP 
 
Minister for Industry and 
Science 

Program 1.2 
Investing in science, 
technology and 
commercialisation 

Cooperative 
Research Centres 
program 

Vertically 
integrated 
battery anode 
material 
development 
program. 

iTech 
Minerals 
Ltd 

$565,543 
(GST inc) 

Mawson 
Lakes, South 
Australia 

5095 The Minister stated in his correspondence that ‘the 
application supported a Government policy priority. 
The project provided further information to address the 
recommending committee’s concerns.’ 
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