


















CGRGs 4.12 - Report of grants approved by a Minister that a relevant official has recommended be rejected
1 January 2021 to 31 December 2021

Program Title
Program 

Component
Grant 

Activity
Recipient

Total Grant 
Value
(GST 

Inclusive)

Grant 
Funding 
Location

Post
code

Brief Statement of reason for decision

Murray-
Darling Basin 
Healthy Rivers 
Program

Murray-
Darling Basin 
Healthy 
Rivers 
Program

Restore and 
Improve 
Water Flow 
and Habitat

Ian Macknight 
on behalf of 
Henry Street 
River 
Improvements

$55,000.00 Deniliquin, 
NSW

2710 Approved the project on the basis of its benefits for an anabranch of the 
Edward River in Deniliquin, improving water quality whilst reducing carp 
breeding. Further noted the grass-roots nature of the project with the 
applicants being a group of neighbouring landholders. Disagreed with 
the panel’s finding that the application did not provide sufficient detail 
to adequately address the selection criteria – the program should be 
assessed in a way that supports community involvement and noted that 
the applicants in this instance are not experienced grant writers. Further 
found that the application clearly demonstrates the need for the project 
due to the effect the current access is having on water quality and 
invasive species management. Any project risks can be effectively 
managed during project delivery by the Community Grants Hub.







Summary of decisions where ministers have approved grants that the relevant officials recommended be rejected                                                                                 
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Minister CBMS 
program

Sub program Grant activity Grant recipient Total grant value Grant 
funding 
location

Postcode Brief statement of reason for decision

Senator the Hon 
Michaelia Cash
Attorney-General
Minister for Industrial 
Relations

Program 1.4 
Justice 
Services

Financial 
assistance 
towards legal 
costs and 
expenses

Legal financial 
assistance 

Grantee name is 
confidential

$23,522 
(GST incl.) of 
which the total 
amount was not 
recommended

USA N/A This application relates to the payment of legal costs 
and expenses related to the return of a child that has 
been abducted and taken overseas. 

Under the Commonwealth Guidelines for Legal 
Financial Assistance 2012, the Attorney-General has a 
broad discretion to determine the weight to be given to 
each of the relevant considerations, and whilst noting 
the department's advice about the low prospects of 
success of the case, on balance, the Attorney-General 
chose to place greater weight on the significant benefit 
to the applicant as a result of the legal action and the 
relatively low likely cost of the legal action. Therefore, 
the Attorney-General ultimately considered the grant 
to be reasonable in all the circumstances.

Senator the Hon 
Michaelia Cash
Attorney-General
Minister for Industrial 
Relations

Program 1.4 
Justice 
Services

Financial 
assistance 
towards legal 
costs and 
expenses

Legal financial 
assistance 

Grantee name is 
confidential

$14,788 
(GST incl.) of 
which the total 
amount was not 
recommended

New 
Zealand

N/A This application relates to the payment of legal costs 
and expenses related to the return of a child that has 
been abducted and taken overseas. 

Under the Commonwealth Guidelines for Legal 
Financial Assistance 2012, the Attorney-General has a 
broad discretion to determine the weight to be given to 
each of the relevant considerations. The 
Attorney-General weighed the relevant considerations, 
and noted the department's advice about the financial 
position of the applicant and the low prospects of 
success of the case. On balance, the Attorney-General 
took a different view of the financial hardship the 
applicant would face in pursuing the legal action, 
considering the hardship to be sufficiently serious 
relative to the applicant's financial position. The 
Attorney-General also chose to place greater weight on 
the significant benefit to the applicant as a result of the 
legal action and the relatively low likely cost of the 
legal action. Therefore, the Attorney-General 
ultimately considered the grant to be reasonable in all 
the circumstances.
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Minister CBMS 
program

Sub program Grant activity Grant recipient Total grant value Grant 
funding 
location

Postcode Brief statement of reason for decision

The Hon 
David Littleproud MP
Minister for Agriculture 
and Northern Australia

Program 
8593 
Biosecurity 
and Expert 
Services

Stronger Farmers, 
Stronger 
Economy – 
strengthening 
research, skills 
and management 
of natural 
resources – 
immediate 
assistance fund

Remote Sensing 
Project for 
Hitchhiker Pests

University of 
New England

$112,667 
(GST excl.)

Armidale, 
NSW

2351 This project will meet an objective of the Immediate 
Assistance Fund to improve Australia's capacity to 
respond to pest and disease incursions through the 
funding of emergency preparedness activities. The 
grant to the University of New England will trial 
remote sensing technology to identify and map the 
location and movements of shipping containers that 
may contain hitchhiker pests. The project will 
compliment offshore and border activities, including 
measures announced in the 2021-22 Budget, by 
identifying where containers that have left biosecurity 
control are located for the purposes of conducting 
general surveillance within Australia. If successful, the 
project will provide another emergency preparedness 
tool to enable rapid location of containers which can 
be surveyed for exotic pests. The University of New 
England is the most appropriate recipient to deliver 
project outcomes given its experience in remote 
sensing and Geographical Information System (GIS) 
technology and previous projects the university has 
undertaken in the field of biosecurity and plant health.

The Hon Keith Pitt MP
Minister for Resources 
and Water

Program 
8595 Water 
Reforms

Murray-Darling 
Basin Healthy 
Rivers Program

Restore and 
Improve Water 
Flow and 
Habitat

Ian Macknight on 
behalf of Henry 
Street River 
Improvements

$55,000 
(GST incl.)

Deniliquin, 
NSW

2710 Approved the project on the basis of its benefits for an 
anabranch of the Edward River in Deniliquin, 
improving water quality whilst reducing carp breeding. 
Further noted the grass-roots nature of the project with 
the applicants being a group of neighbouring 
landholders. Disagreed with the panel’s finding that 
the application did not provide sufficient detail to 
adequately address the selection criteria – the program 
should be assessed in a way that supports community 
involvement and noted that the applicants in this 
instance are not experienced grant writers. Further 
found that the application clearly demonstrates the 
need for the project due to the effect the current access 
is having on water quality and invasive species 
management. Any project risks can be effectively 
managed during project delivery by the Community 
Grants Hub.
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Minister CBMS 
program

Sub program Grant activity Grant recipient Total grant value Grant 
funding 
location

Postcode Brief statement of reason for decision

Senator the Hon 
Richard Colbeck
Minister for Senior 
Australians and Aged 
Care Services
Minister for Sport

Sport and 
Recreation 
4.1 - 8667

Female Facilities 
& Water Safety 
Stream (FFWSS) 
Program

Renovation of 
existing 
community pool

Conondale Sports 
& Recreation 
Club Inc

$7,533 
(GST excl.)

A base grant of 
$170,000 was 
supported by the 
department. 
A subsequent 
request was 
received from the 
organisation for an 
additional $7,533. 
This subsequent 
additional grant 
funding was not 
supported by the 
department.

1714 
Maleny-
Kenilworth 
Rd, 
Conondale, 
QLD

4552 Approved FFWSS funding of $12,980 (GST incl.) for 
accessibility stairs for older adults was no longer 
required as funding for the stairs was sourced 
from the Queensland Government. The project 
proponent subsequently requested a lesser amount of 
$7,533 (GST excl.) for the purchase and installation of 
a sun shade over the main pool. The sun shade 
installation was within the scope of the original project 
and would ensure greater use of the community pool 
particularly by children undertaking swimming 
lessons.




